
February 26 - The Book: Understandable 2 Peter 3:14-18
When you read a story, it is best to try and understand more about the author or writer of that story. As 

you learn about the writer, it helps you gain understanding or a lens to understand their writing better. This 

is true of the Bible, even though we understand the Bible to come from God, He used ordinary people 

to write down the words that He gave them. We study their culture, literature, and information about 

them personally to help us gain understanding into what they wrote, why they wrote it and what audience 

or event they might have been writing to or about. With that in mind think about these questions and 

comments and talk them over with your family.

1. Many times when Jesus was trying to teach a lesson he used stories, or parables to help people 

learn truths about God. Considering the culture and times when these stories were given. Talk about 

some of the reasons below that made stories so important to helping people understand what Jesus 

was trying to say.

a. The written word was not readily available for everyone to read, and many people did not 

even know how to read if they did have access to a copy of the readings.

b. Jesus used stories about things that were familiar to the people at the time to help them 

easily make the connections from the story to their own lives.

c. People learned to memorize things about God to help them understand and pass on their 

faith to others. Stories were easy to memorize and repeat. 

2. Take it in context: This means that we should never take one scripture or passage and try to make is 

stand alone as truth. We need to look at the passages before and after, as well as other informative 

passages from the Bible.

a. Read John 4:13-14. Jesus said that whoever drinks that water that Jesus gives will never thirst 

again. If we read that verse by itself, we might think (like the woman did in verse 15) that 

Jesus is offering some amazing H20 that keeps us from having get our bottled water ever 

again. If you stop on that verse, you miss the point of this story. Jesus is talking about spiritual 

water, a relationship with Him. This relationship will fill you with eternal life. We have to 

read the rest of the passage to understand the point of this story.  Even other parts of the 

Bible help us to get the full meaning of these verses. Read it again. Retell the story. What do 

you think Jesus trying to communicate?

3. Stop and talk about some of the Bible stories that you know and see if you can understand what they 

mean. Study the before and after passages and talk it over with your family. See if you can figure out 
what was happening during that time to make the story so important to the readers. Learn to dig 

deeper into what the Bible says. It will help you know more about God and His great love for you 

and others. Enjoy!
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